
         Fisher House Facts
Overview: A Fisher House is “a home away from home”  
for families of patients receiving medical care at major 
military and VA medical centers. The homes are normally 
located within walking distance of the treatment facility or 
have transportation available. There are 43 Fisher Houses 
located on 18 military installations and 13 VA medical  
centers. One more house is under construction.

Description: Typically, the houses are 5,000 to 16,000 
square foot homes donated by Fisher House Foundation.
Each house is designed to provide eight to 21 suites. All are 
professionally furnished and decorated in the tone and style 
of the local region. The houses can accommodate 16 to 42 
family members. They feature a common kitchen, laundry 
facilities, spacious dining room and an inviting living room 
with library, and toys for children. Newest houses are 100% 
handicap accessible and include elevators. A Fisher House is 
a temporary residence and is not a treatment facility, hospice 
or counseling center. The program began in 1990, and has 
offered more than 2-1/2 million days of lodging to more  
than 120,000 families.

Responsibilities: Fisher Houses are given to the U. S. 
Government as gifts. Military service secretaries and 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs are responsible for the 
operation and maintenance of the homes. The Fisher House 
Foundation, Inc., a not-for-profit organization under section 
501(c)(3) of the IRS code, builds new houses, and assists in 
the coordination of private support and encourages public 
support for the homes.

Eligibility and Cost: Criteria established locally by hospital 
or installation commanders. Families do not pay to stay at 
a Fisher House. Fees at Army, Navy, and Air Force Fisher 
Houses are underwritten by Fisher House Foundation.

Volunteers: Fisher Houses have full-time salaried managers, 
but depend on volunteers and voluntary support to enhance 
daily operations and program expansion. The Fisher House 
Foundation, Inc., and many individual Fisher Houses receive 
support through the Combined Federal Campaign.

2008 Highlights:
	Families served: Approximately 9,500
	Average length of stay: 16 days
	Average (combat casualties): 45-60 days
	Average occupancy level: 90%
	Saved families more than $12 million in

	  lodging costs, plus food and transportation

Major Programs: Fisher House Foundation facilitates several 
other major programs that help improve the lives of military 
families, including:

	Hero Miles Program
	Newman’s Own Award
	Scholarships for Military Children

Since Inception:
	Families served: More than 120,000

	 Number of families of combat casualties:  Approx. 7,500
	Number of lodging days offered: Nearly 3 million
	Saved families more than $100 million in

	 lodging costs, plus savings on subsistence 
	 and transportation costs

Locations:
California
Palo Alto VA Health Care System
San Diego Naval Medical Center (2)
Travis Air Force Base 
West Los Angeles VA Med Ctr.

Colorado
Denver VA Medical Center

District of Columbia
Walter Reed Army Medical Ctr (3)

Florida
Bay Pines VAMC, St. Petersburg
Haley VA Hospital, Tampa
West Palm Beach VA Med. Ctr

Georgia
Eisenhower AMC, Fort Gordon

Hawaii
Tripler Army Medical Center (2)

Kentucky
Blanchfield ACH, Fort Campbell

Maryland
Andrews Air Force Base
Bethesda Naval Medical Center (2)

Minnesota
Minneapolis VA Medical Center

Mississippi
Keesler Air Force Base

New York
Stratton VA Medical Ctr., Albany

North Carolina
Womack Army Medical Center

Ohio
Cincinnati VA Medical Center
Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton (2)

Texas
William Beaumont AMC
Darnall Army Medical Center
DeBakey VA Med Center, Houston
Brooke Army Medical Center (4)
Wilford Hall USAF Med. Ctr. (3)
North Texas VA Health Care, Dallas

Virginia
McGuire VA Medical Ctr., Richmond
Portsmouth Naval Medical Center

Washington
Madigan Army Medical Center
Puget Sound VA Health Care, Seattle

EUROPE
Landstuhl Reg. Med. Center, GE (2)

For further information about the program, volunteering or to make a tax deductible gift:
Contact: Fisher House Foundation, Inc., 111 Rockville Pike, Suite 420, Rockville, MD 20850.
Phone: (888) 294-8560. Fax: (301) 294-8562. E-Mail: info@fisherhouse.org. Internet: www fisherhouse.org
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